ijo                  PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

petition in education where the object is not to teach
all as much as possible, but to reward a very few for
being cleverer than the rest, and so induce the majority
to neglect work. We are told that there is no royal
road to learning. If this be so, it is time we made
one

Very few people know what the average human
capacity or latent power of memory leally is when
it is properly trained. We have discovered that every
boy can learn to draw and design, despite the vulgar
error that it requires an innate talent. A very few
years ago this was a general belief. Now we have
learned that it was absurd. But we have not learned,
as we shall, that the same time which a boy takes
to learn arithmetic might, if properly expended, render
his memory and power of quick perception almost
miraculous. Yet it would in fact be no invention,
but only a re-discovery, It is certain that for cen-
turies in ancient India stupendous works, such as
few Europeans have now patience to read, were kejjf
in existence by memory before writing was known,
or at least before it was used for anything except
inscriptions, We think it a great thing when a
scholar can repeat all the odes of HORACE, but what
inust memory have been whea thousands knew the
whole of that three hundred thousand-legged lyric, the
Mahabarata ? The great grammar of the greatest of
grammarians, PANIJNI, was taught verbally and trans-
mitted orally with a mass of commentaries by other
authors for three hundred and fifty years. So were
the works of HOMER, Among the disciples of PYTHA-
GORAS as among the ancient Druids and many other
schools of antiquity^ memories were the sole or chief